TV PARTY: A PANORAMA OF PUBLIC ACCESS

TELEVISION IN NEW YORK CITY 

February 11-20, 2011
Guest curators Leah Churner and Nic Rapold 
AFTER HOURS 

Saturday and Sunday, February 19 and 20, 5:00 p.m.  

A time capsule of gritty New York City before AIDS and the War on Drugs, this program is not suitable for children. It contains adult language and an emphasis on sexual themes. Downtown had its own late-night talk-show circuit in the 1980s: an avant-garde alternative to the networks. Meanwhile, “blue” programs enjoyed immunity to FCC decency laws. “I think our show is less prurient than Johnny Carson,” said Al Goldstein. Come judge for yourself in this 60-minute “channel-surf” of the following programs: 

If I Can’t Dance, You Can Keep Your Revolution

Producer: Coca Crystal

With Coca Crystal, Tuli Kupferberg

Clips from 1982-95. Free-form yippie soirée with the inimitable Coca. Poetry by Vincent Titus and the Fugs.

Glenn O’Brien’s TV Party 

Producers: Glenn O’Brien, Chris Stein  

Clips from 1978-1982. With Glenn O’Brien, Debbie Harry, Chris Stein, Coca Crystal 

Performance artists & musicians hanging out. Footage from inaugural episode, plus Debbie Harry on a pogo stick.

Midnight Blue

Producers: Al Goldstein, Alex Bennett 

With Al Goldstein, Alex Bennett, Tiny Tim, Arnold Schwarzenegger, Russ Meyer, Melvin Van Peebles, Buck Henry, R. Crumb, Al Lewis, Debbie Harry

Clips from 1977-2000. From the notorious “Channel J.” Celebrity interviews, on-the-scene stories, and outrageous ads. Featuring defiantly frank sex talk and gleeful sleaze. 

Tomorrow’s Television Tonight 

Producer: Nicholas Yanni 

With Nicholas Yanni, “Rockin’ Gossip” correspondent Lisa Yapp, Carolyn Winter 

Clips from 1982-84. Celebrated entertainment-industry talk show hosted by Yanni, television critic for the Soho Weekly News. Here Lisa Yapp delivers sassy reviews new album releases and the local club scene. 
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