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FASHION IN FILM FESTIVAL: BIRDS OF PARADISE
April 15 – April 24, 2011


Guest curator: Marketa Uhlirova

male and female
Saturday, April 16, 5:00 p. m.

Introduced by Inga Fraser.  Live music by Stephen Horne.

1919, 97 mins. 35mm print from George Eastman House International Museum of Photography and Film. 
Directed and produced by Cecil B. DeMille. Written by Jeanie Macpherson. Based on the play The Admirable Crichton by J.M. Barrie. Photographed by Alvin Wyckoff. Costume design by Paul Iribe, Clare West, and Mitchell Leisen. Edited by Anne Bauchens.
Principal cast:  Thomas Meighan (as William Crichton), Theodore Roberts (Lord Loam), Raymond Hatton (Honorable Ernest Wolley), Robert Cain (Lord Brockelhurst), Gloria Swanson (Lady Mary Lasenby), Lila Lee (Tweeny), Bebe Daniels (the King’s Favorite).
Inga Fraser is Associate Curator of Fashion in Film at Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design, University of the Arts London. She has co-curated and coordinated major projects including Kinoscope Parlour (London, 2010) and the forthcoming “colour inventory” installation for Arnhem Mode Biennale.
Stephen Horne is one of the leading silent film accompanists based in the UK. He is a house pianist at the BFI Southbank and plays for festivals and venues internationally, including Lincoln Center New York, the National Gallery, Washington and Pordenone Film Festival.

Review by Gary Johnson, Images Film Journal, June 18, 1997:
…Male and Female contrasts the rich and privileged with their servants. A butler (Thomas Meighan) secretly loves the vain, spoiled, and beautiful Lady Mary Lasenby (Swanson), neglecting the servant girl that loves him. But after a ship wreck in the south seas while on a pleasure cruise, Swanson and her friends are trapped on a deserted island with their servants…. Soon afterwards, their worlds are turned upside down as the socialites must rely on their servants’ wits for survival. Eventually, the roles of master and servant are reversed and Lady Lasenby finds herself struggling for the attentions of Crichton. Based upon J.M. Barrie’s play The Admirable Crichton, Male and Female was DeMille’s biggest hit to date. Part of the charm of the movie can be ascribed to a strange flashback scene where, in ancient Babylon, Swanson gets thrown to the lions.
Excerpt from “Cecil B. Demille: Hollywood Macho Man and the Theme of Masculinity within his Biblical (and Other) Cinema” by Anton Karl Kozlovic, JMMS, 2008:

DeMille’s appreciation of bravery also helps explain his championing of the courageous Gloria Swanson circa 1920s, especially when she let a lion actually paw her naked, prostrated back in Male and Female during the Babylonian flashback scene enticingly entitled “The Lion’s Bride.” This scene went on to become one “of the most famous in the De Mille filmography.” To achieve this dramatically dangerous pose: “Canvas was laid on her bare back and the front paws of the lion placed on top. The canvas was gradually eased out from under the animal’s paws until they were directly in contact with her flesh. Finally the lion was induced to roar by having whips cracked in its presence”. Swanson was “terrified” but continued working like a trooper, which made DeMille even happier. As Agnes de Mille reported: “The cameras ground safely from above, and Cecil’s heart swelled with pride as the brave and beautiful young girl, his ‘Little Fella,’ dared expose her flesh to laceration at his bidding.” This was a particularly brave act by Swanson, but even more so considering that the very same “lion clawed a man to death two weeks after the scene was shot”….
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Fashion in Film is an exhibition, research, and education project based at Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design, University of the Arts London.  Birds of Paradise, Fashion in Film’s second collaboration with Museum of the Moving Image, was organized in partnership with Yale University, the Center for the Humanities, and the Graduate Center at the City University of New York.  The program was curated by Marketa Uhlirova, with assistance from Ronald Grogg, Stuart Comer, Eugenia Paulicolli, and Inga Fraser, and organized for Moving Image by Chief Curator David Schwartz.
Museum of the Moving Image is grateful for the generous support of numerous corporations, foundations, and individuals. The Museum is housed in a building owned by the City of New York and receives significant support from the following public agencies: the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs; New York City Economic Development Corporation; New York State Council on the Arts; Institute of Museum and Library Services; National Endowment for the Humanities; National Endowment for the Arts; Natural Heritage Trust (administered by the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation).
Copyright © 2011, Museum of the Moving Image 
