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Written and directed by Kiran Rao. Produced by Aamir Khan. Photographed by Tushar Kanti Ray. Music by Gustavo Santaolalla. Edited by Nishant Radhakrishnan. Production design by Manisha Khandelwal. Sound design by Ayush Ahuja. 

Principal cast: Prateik (as Munna), Aamir Khan (Arun), Monica Dogra (Shai), Kriti Malhorta (Yasmin). 
Director’s note:

Mumbai/Bombay, a concrete island lapped at by grey sea and lashed by torrential rain, is home to fourteen million of us, and more arrive on its shores every day to make their lives and fortunes. The energies of these diverse people and their hopes coalesce into something electric and unique. And so the city has a life of its own—throbbing, vital and inclusive; and this is what inspired the film.

I wrote this script a few years ago with two ideas as starting points for this story of four people adrift in this city.

One grew out of the personal experience I’ve had as a tenant in Mumbai, having had to shift to a new apartment almost every year (due to short term tenancy laws). Every new apartment I moved to always felt a little warm from the last occupant, leading to the idea that I was in some strange way connected to the people that had lived in the space before me and would thereafter. What if they had left behind something that revealed to me their life and secrets?

The second idea was to examine whether it’s really possible in a country riddled with class and caste prejudice for an upper class girl to have a relationship with a boy from a disadvantaged background. While popular Hindi cinema has championed the idea that ‘love conquers all’ for the past 60 odd years, does it in real life?

The film was shot on multiple formats (Super16mm and Mini DV) on real locations in Mumbai, and I was fortunate to work with a talented cast and crew for many of whom this will be a debut. To have Aamir as a producer, actor and collaborator on the film was my great, good fortune, and I owe this film to his unflagging belief and support. 

Dhobi Ghat (Mumbai Diaries) is my homage to Mumbai and its people—people on trains, in boats, stuck in traffic, perched on construction sites, sitting by the sea, and thinking of tomorrow. 



—Kiran Rao
Producer’s note:

When my wife Kiran told me that she was working on a script I was most apprehensive. One of these days the script would be complete and I would have to read it. If the script did not work for me then things would get most uncomfortable between us. Every time she mentioned she was working on it I prayed that she would not complete it, and in time would abandon it. Doesn’t sound like a very supportive husband I’m afraid, but I am known to have a strong survival instinct.

Well, finally the day did dawn when she confronted me with a spiral-bound file. I figured I needed numbers on my side, someone to back me when I gave it a thumbs-down. With that in mind I suggested we travel to Coonoor where my cousin, and filmmaker, Mansoor lives. “Mansoor and I will hear the script narration together,” I said. I have often used Mansoor as a shield, as he has me.

So, Mansoor, Tina (his wife) and I sat down one afternoon to hear the first narration of Dhobi Ghat. From the first scene itself the script just sucked me in. I was falling in love with the characters, loved the dialogue and voice of each person, was struck by the fine, silken threads that made the narrative and was moved to tears by the end.

All three of us loved it, and I fell in love with K, once again.

Kiran has been an absolute delight to work with. As a producer and as an actor, I feel most safe in her hands. She has clarity, sensitivity and an ability to bring the best out in her team, which makes her a leader I am happy to follow.

I recognize superior talent when I see it and it always makes me happy and it inspires me. When I see that talent in my life partner it makes me feel very proud and secure.

Kiran’s choice of cast and crew has been most invigorating for someone like me who has been working in films for over two decades. As a producer it is very rare to work with a team ...ALL of whom are so talented, passionate, committed and with the right attitude towards cinema.

Thank you guys. 


—Aamir Khan
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