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preview SCREENING

July 27, 2011
Passion and purpose: an evening with rachel weisz and preview screening of the whistleblower
Wednesday, July 27, 7:00 p.m.
Co-presented with British Academy of Film and Television Arts New York (BAFTA New York)

2011, 118 mins. Courtesy of Samuel Goldwyn Films.

Directed by Larysa Kondracki. Written by Kondracki and Eilis Kirwan. Produced by Amy Kaufman, Christina Piovesan, and Celine Rattray. Photographed by Kieran McGuigan. Edited by Julian Clarke. Production design by Caroline Foellmer. Music by Mychael Danna.
Principal cast: Rachel Weisz (as Kathryn Bolkovac), Monica Bellucci (Laura Levin), David Strathairn (Peter Ward), and Vanessa Redgrave (Madeleine Rees).

Selections from production notes, Samuel Goldwyn Films:

….For Rachel Weisz, the script personifies the main theme that she is attracted to—“ordinary women who do extra-ordinary things.” She goes further, “It’s not really a moral question to her whether or not to act and to do some-thing and blow the whistle... or to step in where she sees injustice. I don’t think she thinks about it. I think it’s just purely who she is, and she is one of those people who cannot be anything other than who she is. And that’s pretty extraordinary.”

Extraordinary is also a word to describe Rachel’s performance in the film. Once Rachel reached out to the filmmakers, [director] Larysa [Kondracki] knew that they had finally found their Kathy. Simply in reflecting upon the variety of characters that Rachel has played through-out the years, Larysa asserts that, “she hasn’t boxed herself into a corner” and, “there’s not one role that defines her…she’s a real actor.” It is obvious that this feeling is shared by Kathy herself who, looking back on a meeting between her and Rachel, says, “we hit it off right away. She’s very kind and she’s just the kind of person I would like to play me. I see a lot of thoughtfulness in her, a lot of maturity... I just see her getting it.”

With Rachel on board, the rest of the acclaimed cast came together. Academy Award winner Vanessa Redgrave plays Kathy’s mentor and confidant, Madeleine Rees. Academy Award nominee David Strathairn (who played opposite Weisz in…My Blueberry Nights) is Peter Ward, a friend of Madeleine’s that helps Kathy navigate Internal Affairs... Rounding out the cast is the Italian actress Monica Bellucci (Irreversible) who plays the head of a NGO and represents the bureaucracy that Kathy is up against…

Principle photography commenced in and around Bucharest, Romania in late October of 2009, and would continue through the mountains of Transylvania, [and] Bosnia and wrapping up…in Toronto. Filming in Eastern Europe was essential as Larysa explains, “Locations are a character. Especially in a story such as this, where it’s more about what you don’t see, so you need to create that world. A lot of it is Kathy putting these clues together…That sense of discovery, that process of Kathy putting together all these worlds and how they connect, it’s something you can only really get on location.” 

According to Larysa, what she really wanted to do was to, “create a film that you’re engaged with, and then afterwards say ‘how much of this is true?’”. What Larysa wants her audience to know is that, “…this is happening… it’s actually much worse and [it’s] continuing to happen, and that really we need more people like Kathy.” Eilis continues by adding, “when we decided to tell this story about trafficking and about the fact that this happens to young women, happened and still happens, it was really important for us to have a character in the film that the audience got to know on some level beyond ‘I am an abstract victim’.” This they accomplished with the character of Raya, played superbly by the young Romanian actress Roxanna Condurache. Raya, to great effect, [connects] the audience to the brutality of the crime of sex trafficking and to express the fear and psychological torture that the girls involved must endure. “It’s very important the audience gets to know in a pretty hard-hitting way what these girls go through,” says Eilis. “Even though it is sometimes difficult material to sit and watch as an audience and to write, frankly…it can’t stay abstract in anyone’s mind anymore.” And Larysa hopes that not only will the audience come to really understand the nature of this crime and to see the girls as not just abstract, intangible victims, but that, “it sparks a huge debate. I think it needs one.
About Rachel Weisz:

Academy Award-winning actress Rachel Weisz, who is known for portraying women of incredible spirit and intelligence, continues to seek out challenging projects and roles both on screen and on stage.
The Whistleblower, directed by Larysa Kondracki and based on a true story, film chronicles the trials of a female cop from Nebraska) who serves as a peacekeeper in post-war Bosnia and exposes a United Nations cover-up of a sex trafficking scandal. 
Weisz recently stared in Alejandro Amenabar’s ancient Egyptian epic Agora opposite Max Minghella and recently wrapped production on Jim Sheridan’s thriller Dream House, in which she stars opposite Daniel Craig and Naomi Watts. Weisz received overwhelming critical praise as well as a Screen Actors Guild Award, Golden Globe and an Academy Award for her performance in The Constant Gardener, directed by Fernando Meirelles (City of God) and based on the best-selling John le Carré novel.
Weisz’s previous film credits include Rian Johnson’s con man adventure The Brothers Bloom opposite 
Mark Ruffalo, Wong Kar Wei’s My Blueberry Nights, Peter Jackson’s The Lovely Bones, the romantic 
comedy Definitely, Maybe opposite Ryan Reynolds, Fred Claus, Darren Aronofsky’s scifi adventure The Fountain, Francis Lawrence’s hit thriller Constantine, Runaway Jury, Confidence, and About a Boy. She is known to audiences worldwide for her lead role opposite Brendan Fraser in the block-buster movies The Mummy and The Mummy Returns. Weisz also starred in Jean-Jacques Annaud’s Enemy at the Gates, Michael Winterbottom’s I Want You, The Land Girls, Swept from the Sea, and Bernardo Bertolucci’s Stealing Beauty.
Weisz received critical acclaim for The Shape of Things which also marked her first venture into producing. She had previously starred in writer/director Neil LaBute’s staging of his original play of the same name, in both London and New York City.
Weisz began her career as a student at Cambridge University where she formed the Talking Tongues Theatre Group, which performed numerous experimental pieces and won the prestigious Guardian Award at the Edinburgh Festival.
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