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TV PARTY:
A PANORAMA OF PUBLIC ACCESS

TELEVISION IN NEW YORK CITY
February 11—20, 2011
Guest curators, Leah Churner and Nic Rapold
PUBLIC ACCESS REUNION 2011
Friday, February 11, 7:00 p.m. 
Panel discussion moderated by Leah Churner and Nic Rapold, with guests: Ron & Tony Area (Wild Record Collection), Richard Concepcion, Jaime Davidovich, William Hohauser, Scott Lewis, George Stoney, Gary Winter, Lisa Yapp.
The panel will be preceded by a 45-minute “channel-surf” video collage of the following programs: 

The Live! Show 

Producer: Jaime Davidovich 

Excerpts from 1982-1984. In character as “Dr. Videovich, specialist in television therapy,” Davidovich conducts man-on-the-street interviews; presents video comic strip, “Tee Vee: The Poor Soul of Television;” Paul McMahon sings “The Rock & Roll Psychiatrist Theme” and “How I Love Your Paintings.” 

The Vole Show 

Producer: William Hohauser 

Vole Show montage by Hohauser, 1982, channeling the styles of Soupy Sales and Ernie Kovacs.

If I Can’t Dance, You Can Keep Your Revolution

Producer: Coca Crystal 

Excerpt from 1982 episode. Coca discusses recent exposure on network television in local talk-show-host’s sensational report on public access in Manhattan. After playing tape of the report, she invites viewers to call in and respond with their opinions.

Inter-Active Cable

Producer: James Chladek 

Excerpt from 1983 episode. Chladek discusses satellite infrastructure and pending legislation to regulate the cable industry with a disgruntled Manhattan Cable TV customer.

The Scott & Gary Show 

Producers: Scott Lewis, Gary Winter

Clips from 1983-1989. Lewis introduces the first episode; Ben Vaughn and Aldo Jones perform “Jerry Lewis in France;” Lewis presents the world’s first “3D” public access program.

Yapp Raps 

Producer: Lisa Yapp 

Excerpt from 1970 episode. A decade before Kurt Loder’s The Week In Rock debuted on MTV, Yapp presented music and film industry on public access with Yapp Raps, Dirt and her “Rockin’ Gossip” segment on Tomorrow’s Television Tonight.

Rapid T. Rabbit & Friends 
Producer: Richard J. Concepcion

Excerpt from 2005 episode from the series (1983 – present). Rapid T. Rabbit interviews Snuffles, host of The Wild Record Collection. 

The Wild Record Collection 

Producers: Ron, Tony 

Excerpt from 2008 episode. “Never Marry a Railroad Man” by The Shocking Blue.

Excerpt from The Metro-Access Christmas Party 
1983, Cablecast live from Metro Access Studios.
Three articles by Leah Churner about public access television are available on the Museum’s website Moving Image Source (movingimagesource.us):
“Out of the Vast Wasteland: The Early Years of Public Access Cable Television in New York City”
“The Poor Soul of Television: Dirty Talk Shows, TV Parties, Dr. Videovich, and Other Public Access Jewels”
“Un-TV: Public Access Cable Television in Manhattan: An Oral History”
From “Un-TV:”

Cable was a wide-open medium in 1970, the year Manhattan became the first major metropolitan area to sign a franchise agreement with a cable company. The purpose of wiring the city was to improve color reception of the network stations—not to offer original programming. But activists like George Stoney, Theodora Sklover, and others saw a new potential in the technology. With added channels on the dial, New York could diversify programming and open up the field of television production to the general public. Their successful campaign led to the Public Access Cable television mandate in the 1970s franchise: two channels would offer free, (nearly) uncensored airtime, first-come, first-served. Over the course of the next decade, time slots on these channels became a hot ticket, as a subculture of independent, no-budget producers emerged, inventing new ones to fit the ephemeral, unspectacular logic of public access. 
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