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The Muppet Movie

Saturday, July 16, 1:00 p.m. (Introduced by Craig Shemin, President, Jim Henson Legacy, and longtime Muppet writer)
Sunday, July 17, 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, July 23, 1:00 p.m.

Sunday, July 24, 1:00 p.m.

1979, 95 mins. 35mm print source: Universal Pictures.
Directed by James Frawley. Written by Jack Burns and Jerry Juhl. Produced by David Heyman. Photographed by Isidore Mankofsky. Edited by Christopher Greenbury. Production Design by Joel Schiller, Music by Paul Williams.
Principal cast: Jim Henson  (voice of: Kermit the Frog, Rowlf, Dr. Teeth, Waldorf, Doc Hopper's Men, Link Hogthrob, Swedish Chef), Frank Oz (voice of: Miss Piggy, Fozzie Bear, Animal, Sam the Eagle, Doc Hopper's Men, Marvin Suggs, Swedish Chef, Motorcycle Guy), Jerry Nelson  (voice of: Floyd Pepper, Robin the Frog, Crazy Harry, Lew Zealand, Camilla, Dr. Bunsen Honeydew), Richard Hunt  (voice of: Scooter, Statler, Janice, Sweetums, Beaker), and Dave Goelz (voice of: The Great Gonzo, Dr. Bunsen Honeydew, Zoot, Doglion, Iraqian in El Sleezo Café, Pig)

“Muppets Go to Hollywood: Roadiest Road Picture” by Vincent Canby for The New York Times, June 22, 1979:
The Muppet Movie, which introduces to motion pictures Kermit the Frog, Fozzie the Bear, Miss Piggy and the rest of Jim Henson’s extraordinary puppets we know from Sesame Street and The Muppet Show, demonstrates once again that there’s always room in movies for unbridled amiability when it's governed by intelligence and wit.
The film is a straight-from-the-shoulder Muppet spoof of all those movies in which real-life celebrities like Audie Murphy and Wrong-Way Corrigan re-enact the lives that led them to become famous enough for movies to be made about them.
The saga of the Muppets begins in a Georgia swamp where, one halcyon afternoon, Kermit is sitting atop a log, playing his guitar and contemplating the perfection of all natural things, when Dom DeLuise, as a hyperventilating Hollywood agent, drifts by in an out-of-control rowboat.
“I’ve lost my direction,” says the agent. “Have you tried Hare Krishna?” replies Kermit. One thing leads to another and the agent persuades Kermit that there’s a future in Hollywood for a frog of his talents.
The Muppet Movie is the last word in “road” pictures, being the story of Kermit’s crazy cross-country trip to Hollywood, much of it in the company of Fozzie the Bear, who drives not well but often. “Ah,” says Fozzie as they go swerving down life's highway, “a bear in his natural habitat! A Studebaker!” The Muppets they meet and take aboard are extremely good company, as are their friends, including Mr. DeLuise, Mel Brooks, Madeline Kahn, Milton Berle, Orson Welles and Richard Pryor, each of whom turns up briefly. The trip, though, is not all bread, honey and flies. Kermit is pursued relentlessly by Doc Hopper (Charles Durning), the greedy, ambitious head of a fast-food chain specializing in deep-fried frogs legs. Doc sees himself as the rival of Colonel Sanders if he can persuade Kermit to be his spokesman on television. That, naturally, is an offer that Kermit rejects. “All I can see,” says Kermit, suppressing a tear, “is a million frogs on tiny crutches.”

At one point Doc Hopper hires a mad scientist, played by Mr. Brooks, who attempts to change Kermit by subjecting him to what he calls “an electronic cerebrectomy” Miss Piggy, a karate expert, saves the day and wins Kermit's respect.

One of the movie’s funniest sequences is a montage that dramatizes in lyrical slow-motion how Kermit and Miss Piggy discover their love as they gambol across meadows, stop by a waterfall and punt across a still lake until their passion takes control. I should stress, though, that The Muppet Movie is always discreet.
It’s also very well written by Jerry Juhl and Jack Burns and directed by James Frawley (Kid Blue, The Big Bus) with a comic touch that never becomes facetious.
I’m in particular awe of the techniques by which these hand puppets are made to walk, run, sing and play musical instruments. As do the other actors in the movie, we very quickly come to accept the Muppets as real people who just happen to be made largely of felt.
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